United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/854,721 


05/15/2001 


Kevin Rowney 


2829-131 


8663 



6449 7590 04/19/2007 

ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, P.C. 
1425 K STREET, N.W. 
SUITE 800 

WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



EXAMINER 



RETTA, YEHDEGA 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3622 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



NOTIFICATION DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 04/19/2007 ELECTRONIC 

Please And below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

Notice of this Office communication was sent electronically on the above-indicated "Notification Date" and 
has a shortened statutory period for reply of 3 MONTHS from 04/19/2007. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

PTO-PAT-Email@rfem.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/854,721 


Applicant(s) 
ROWNEY ETAL 


Examiner 

Yehdega Retta 


Art Unit 

3622 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to amendment filed November 28, 2006. Applicant 
amended claims 7, 9 and 16, and canceled claim 12. Claims 7-11 andl3-16 are currently 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-1 1 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heintz et al. (US 2001/0025253) in view of Ross, Jr. et al. (US 6,993,572). 

Regarding claims 7 and 16, Heintz teaches creating a promotional link (directing to the 
location of a website by means of a link in an e-mail, a link on a Website) in a site owner, the 
link corresponding to a promotion in affiliates (vendors who become affiliate with the program), 
the promotion including an offer for an award of points by the site owner in exchange for 
qualifying activity at the affiliate site (the system configured to award the member points once or 
various times for subsequent visits to the promotional internet site via the provided link); 
redirecting the user to an affiliate system capable of capturing the qualifying activity; calculating 
and tracking of the site owner points awarded to the user (see par. [0015]-[0019]). Heintz teaches 
validating user (see [0016] however failed to explicitly teach secure communication means for 
transferring data. Ross teaches secure connection for transferring data and validating user (see 
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col. 9 lines 20-31, col. 12 lines 1-19). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention for Heintz to provide encryption means to provide secure 
communication between the entity, as taught in Ross, and validate users for the intended use of 
providing secure communication. Ross also teaches calculating rewards (commission or referral 
fee) for the site owner (host) corresponding to the qualifying activity completed by the user in 
response to the promotion (see col. 24 lines 24 to col. 25 line 3). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide commission or referral fee, 
as in Ross to the host of (Heintz) for providing service of advertising or hyperlink, which 
provides revenue for the merchants. 

Regarding claim 8, Heintz teaches the link comprising destination uniform resource 
locator, token (link ID) etc. (see [0017], [0021]). 

Regarding claim 9, Heintz teaches the destination uniform resource locator is a lower 
level domain name for an affiliate server (see [0017]). 

Regarding claims 10 and 15, Heintz teaches the promotional channels selected from the 
group consisting of e-mail, banner, advertising, and html link in a web page and off-line coupon 
(see [0018]). 

Regarding claim 11, Heintz teach a public network (Internet) (see [0017], [0018]). 

Regarding claim 12, Heintz teaches the reward estimator calculates a reward 
corresponding to the activity completed by the user (see [0017], [0021]. 

Regarding claim 13, Heintz teach no clearinghouse server (see fig. 1-4). 

Regarding claim 14, Heintz does not explicitly teach use of proxy for providing extra 
security. However official notice is taken that is old and well known in the art of secure 
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communication to use proxy server to provide secure protocol. One would be motivated to use 
proxy server in Heintz's system to communicate between the host and affiliated vendors since a 
proxy server acts as intermediary between entities to provide the added security. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-11 and 13-16 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. As indicated above Ross teaches the host 
being paid for referring the consumer to the affiliate site and the consumer performing a 
qualifying activity. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Barber (US 5930777), teaches specifying a percentage of a tokenized link transaction a 
vendor will pay as a commission to another vendor who refers a consumer to a top commerce 
page. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yehdega Retta whose telephone number is (571) 272-6723. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



